I  ' 


'  '■■•Vi 


m 


T  If  E  I)  I  I*  I.  0  \l  A  T  1  ('  P  0  l !  C 


mW 


Mm2 


niE 


EXECUTIVE  01  THi:  IMTKP  STATES  TO  NEOOT!  YTE, 
IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  OPERATIONS  OK  THE 
COMM  AN  D  EU-1 N  — C  III  E  K  OK  THE  .HTML' 

0  CONQUER, 


iW 


■ 


■ 


a  r i ; a c k  ay  it  if  mi-.xico, 


■ 


m  L 


•^alh'KX 


'EM. 


Nv  ME 

' 

sk&IIe 


la 


W  ASHINGTON  : 
ruiNttu  at  rut:  nation  vl  n mu  orru.x 

. 

. . 


%  Mi  M 


, 


r&: 


feJKC  i%. 


REVIEW. 


Now  that  our  victorious  army  have  reached  the  gates  of  Mexico — now  that 
Scott,  like  Cortez  of  old,  is  gazing  with  triumph  on  the  golden  cupolas  of  the 
Aztec  city — it  is  not  an  inauspicious  moment  to  pause  and  consider  how  far  the 
diplomatic  policy  of  our  Executive  has  contributed,  with  the  success  of  our  arms, 
in  conquering  a  peace  with  that  Republic.  It  is  a  favorable  occasion  in  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  events  which  have  become  historical,  to  pause  and  examine  how  far  the 
Government  .of  the  United  States,  under  its  present  Administration,  has  improved 
upon  its  long  established  system  of  honesty,  combined  with  energy,  in  its  negotia¬ 
tions  with  foreign  powers.  In  discussing  this  question,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
examine  the  constitutionality  of  the  existing  war ;  although  I  contend  that  its  oppo¬ 
nents,  upon  that  ground,  could  find  the  best  constitutional  authorities  in  America  to 

aort  them  in  their  negative  position  to  this  Mexican,  as  John  Hampden,  in  Eng- 
,  found  to  sustain  him  in  his  patriotic  hostility  to  the  usurped  power  of  the 
British  King  to  wage  a  Spanish  war.  Referring  this  point,  however,  to  disputants 
upon  constitutional  law,  I  purpose  in  this  letter  to  review  concisely  some  of  the 
principles  and  arts  ol  diplomatic  finesse,  which  the  Executive*  has  adopted  and 
attempted  to  apply  to  a  system  of  practical  negotiation. 

In  commenting  upon  this  new  code  of  diplomacy,  I  profess  to  be  but  a  plain 
spectator  of  its  workings,  divested  of  the  Court  dress  and  speech  of  its  circle,  and 
having  no  other  object  in  view  than  a  practical  inquiry  for  the  information  of  the 
public,  into  its  meaning  and  design. 

As  Americans  we  are  in  the  habit  of  declaiming  against  the  subtle  school  of 
European  diplomacy,  and  I  think  justly.  At  the  close  of  an  agitated  period  of 
European  affairs,  all  the  monarchical  interests  centreing  in  one  close  alliande,  a 
subtle  and  artificial  system  of  diplomacy  was  naturally  created ;  and  it  was  not  jintil 
a  veteran  soldier  who  had  acquired  a  habit  of  iron  nerve  in  the  field,  invaded  the 
tactics  taught  even  in  this  school,  that  the  Representatives  of  the  Allied  Powers,  in 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  with  Talleyrand  a*  their  head,  learned  that  there  as 
much  strength  in  the  truth  bluntly  told  as  falsehood  subtlely  concealed.  With  a 
change  in  the  scene  of  action,  the  relation  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  the>¥iplo- 
matists  of  Europe,  was  not  unlike  the  part  which  another  veteran  soldiW^sys. 
tained  on  a  different  stage,  with  a  far  opposite  caste  of  the  Corps  DiplolAQtique. 
The  call,  by  Congress,  upon  the  War  Department  for  the  correspondence  between 
Gen.  Taylor  and  its  head,  disclosed  a  system  of  diplomatic  art  which  the  iffbi3?cor- 
rupt  adept,  educated  in  the  monarchical  school,  from  which  it  was  affectedl^  tidied, 
would  have  been  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  in  theory,  much  less  reduce  to  s’ihjc&sful 
practice.  ils 

From  this  production  it  will  be  seen  that  the  man  who  had  distinguisHKlfyfifoself 
so  eminently  for  the  boldness  and  energy  of  his  character,  that  he  aSf\fiif<i$  the 
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*  I  use  the  word  Executive  here  and  throughout  this  paper,  as  it  is  understood  in  >jfc9Wgiitction 
with  the  President  and  his  Cabinet.  '  r 
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soubriquet  of  “  Rougli  and  Ready,”  was  selected  as  the  agent  to  employ  the  most 
subtle  and  unfair  means  to  accomplish  the  most  unjust  and  unworthy  ends.  Pre¬ 
sented  to  a  man  remarkable  for  his  plain-forward  dealing,  and  where  his  principal 
duty  was  to  deal  hard  blows  instead  of  studying  impracticable  theories  of  diplomacy 
• — who  had  been  reared  to  ready  action  in  the  Camp,  and  not  bred  to  duplicity  in 
the  Court — they  appeared  in  the  light  of  ridiculous  absurdity.  The  Commander-in- 
chief  in  Mexico  thus  failing  in  subtleness  to  comprehend  the  instructions  of  the  Tal- 
leyrands  at  Washington,  it  was  proposed  in  order  to  combine  the  duties  of  the  two 
departments  in  making  the  wrar  carry  into  execution  the  instructions  of  the  State,  to 
establish  an  intermediate  power  between  the  Executive  and  the  army.  Congress 
refusing,  however,  to  recognize  such  a  union  in  the  strength  of  a  Lieutenant  Gen¬ 
eral,  that  plan  was  forced  to  be  abandoned. 

The  Executive  perceiving  that  the  Legislature  could  not  comprehend  all  the 
argument,  nor  the  country  appreciate  all  the  poetry  wreathed  with  so  much  grace, 
combined  with  strength  around  the  sword,  was  driven  to  the  trial  of  other  expe¬ 
dients  which  traced  their  origin  to  opposite  systems,  working  under  different  gov¬ 
ernments. 

Conceived  in  the  profligacy  of  corrupt  courts,  these  illicit  intrigues  of  monarchical 
Europe  w'ere  not  deemed  unworthy  of  adoption  by  the  Republican  Executive  of  the 
United  States;  and  to  the  scandal  of  the  country,  we  see  them  carried  out  at  one 
time  with  foreign  adventurers,  and  at  another  entered  into  with  men  whose  country 
had  either  banished  them  as  exiles  or  denounced  them  as  traitors.  A  man  who  com¬ 
bined  the  qualities  of  a  wily  statesman  with  a  military  despot,  had  been  exiled  from 
a  country  whose  government  he  had  usurped,  and  to  whose  laws  he  had  been  de¬ 
clared  an  enemy.  Notorious  for  the  profligacy  of  his  character,  and  the  dishonesty 
of  his  principles,  he  seemed  to  possess  one  base  quality  of  mind,  which  was  culti¬ 
vated  to  the  perfection  of  genius — and  that  was  duplicity  !  So  admirably  did  he 
make  this  quality  compensate  for  the  absence  of  every  great  one,  that  he  possessed 
the  power,  by  a  skilful  combination  of  every  slight  circumstance  in  his  favor,  with 
an  ingenious  misrepresentation  of  every  fact  against  him,  to  make  his  countless 
defeats  appear  victorious — his  cowardice  courage — and  his  rank  treason,  patriotism. 
So  adroitly  was  this  deception  practiced  upon  his  countrymen,  that  they  could  not 
unravel  the  skill  which  made  so  many  pitiable  failures,  unrelieved  from  contempt  by 
one  noble  sacrifice,  appear  success  ;  and  they  gazed  on  like  a  duped  crowd  in  a 
country  theatre  at  some  trick  of  a  harlequin  whose  slight  of  hand  they  gaped  at  but 
could  not  comprehend.  At  length  one  of  those  prolific  revolutions,  which  spring  so 
spontaneously  from  the  bloody  soil  of  Mexico,  sprung  up,  and  this  mushroom  of  their 
growth,  who  had  so  successfully  played  the  part,  by  imitating  the  speeches  and  affecting 
the  actions  of  a  great  man,  w?s  stripped  of  his  disguise,  and  declared  an  outlaw  and 
a  traitor  to  his  country.  Having  for  a  time  abandoned  all  hopes  of  restoration  to  the 
power  which  he  so  flagrantly  abu=ed,  he  betook  himself  to  the  Havana,  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  few  devoted  followers,  the  “Napoleon  of  the  West”  made  his  St. 
Helena  on  the  island  of  Cuba — and  thtre  deprived  of  the  exalted  power  of  the  sol¬ 
dier  and  the  statesman,  for  which  he  was  never  designed,  he  applied  himself  to  his 
legitimate  vocation  of  the  cock-pit. 

While  this  disgraced  and  disgraceful  ex-Prcsident  of  a  sister  Republic  was  thus 
employed  in  exile,  a  desperate  change  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  United  States 
developed  the  capacities  of  a  man  as  remarkable  for  his  unobtrusive  pretensions  to 
greatness,  as  far  as  his  actions  proclaimed  them,  as  his  fellow  President  was  bold 
and  unscrupulous  in  his  assumption  of  it.  This  man  (I  use  the  word  in  its  highest 
and  most  respectful  signification)  had  lived  a  life  of  such  utter  obscurity,  as  far  as 
his  name  was  identified  with  the  political  annals  of  the  nation,  that  when  he  was 
proposed  for  the  presidency,  it  was  a  matter  of  enquiry  as  to  who  and  what  he  was  ? — 
a  question  which  was  not  satisfactorily  settled  until  two  years  of  his  most  unfortu¬ 
nate  administration  answered  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  enemies,  and  the  deserved 
humiliation  of  his  friends.  In  a  moment  of  hazardous  political  fortunes,  and  as  if 


3 


to  exemplify  in  the  onset  the  imminent  peril  of  placing  a  man  of  inferior  capacities  in 
a  position  which  requires  the  range  of  the  highest  intellect,  this  man,  without  the 
strength  of  mind  to  avert  by  skilfuV  negotiation  impending  hostilities,  had  the  weak¬ 
ness  to  plunge  the  country  into  a  precipitate  war. 

Educated  in  a  corrupt  school  of  politics,  he  was  accustomed  to  regard  the  career 
of  the  statesman  as  one  of  political  intrigue,  and  when  called  to  the  presidency  he 
carried  with  him  in  the  domestic  administration  of  the  government  all  the  contracted 
views  of  the  partizan,  and  in  our  foreign  relations  for  the  skilful  diplomacy  of  the 
Cabinet  he  employed  the  petty  intriguing  of  the  caucus.  Allied  to  this  fatal  bias 
of  mind  and  corrupt  school  of  politics,  he  imagined  he  traced  some  of  the  best 
features  of  European  diplomacy  •,  and  adopting  the  monarchical  idea,  embodied  in  a 
most  doubtful  theory,  that  wars,  when  unjust,  serve  as  a  good  safety-valve  for  a 
people,  he  thought  to  divert  the  vigilance  of  the  ambitious,  and  direct  the  energies 
of  the  enterprising  and  industrious,  in  the  undertaking  of  a  Mexican  war. 

To  illustrate  all  these  specious  arguments  in  favor  of  the  war,  a  vivid  picture  was 
presented  to  show  its  bearing  upon  our  national  energies,  in  developing  our  capaci¬ 
ties,  and  extending  our  reputation  abroad  as  a  warlike  people,  and  enlarging  our 
area  for  the  progress  of  civilization  and  freedom.  Connected  with  all  this,  the  poli¬ 
tical  benefits  which  England  and  revolutionary  France  predict  as  a  justification  of 
their  Afghanistan  and  African  war,  republican  America  is  taught  to  expect  from 
her  Mexican. 

The  war  conceived  upon  these  dangerous  doctrines,  and  justified  by  these  falla¬ 
cious  arguments,  was  conducted  on  principles  originating  in  the  same  corrupt  school. 
Twelve  months  of  unskilful  experiments,  creating  the  most  unpardonable  delay,  told 
fatally  upon  the  resources  of  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  army;  and  nothing  but 
the  most  prudent  foresight,  combined  with  the  ceaseless  energy  and  undaunted  valor 
of  a  handful  of  gallant  men,  saved  at  one  period  of  the  campaign,  the  army  from 
massacre,  and  the  country  from  the  disgrace  of  having  its  Executive  to  contribute 
to  It.  But  with  no  shame  for  disgraceful  failures,  the  slow  pace  of  stupid  negotia¬ 
tions  in  Washington  followed  the  rapid  succession  of  brilliant  victories  in  Mexico; 
and  the  nation  saw,  with  the  effort  to  cramp  the  energies  of  the  army  to  strike  at  its 
commander,  the  humiliation  of  the  Executive  in  the  triumph  ot  our  arms. 

Every  stratagem  in  diplomacy  failing  to  accomplish  the  brilliant  results  which 
were  so  confidently  anticipated,  bringing  upon  us  the  taunts  of  Europe,  the  very 
school  from  which  we  were  learning  our  finesse,  and  exciting  the  indignation  of  our 
own  countrymen,  another  device  was  contrived  which  was  to  reconcile  the  opinion 
abroad  and  conciliate  the  offended  patriotism  at  home,  in  admiration  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  skill  of  the  Executive. 

The  judicious  doctrine  of  a  continental  system,  directed  to  its  legitimate  purpose 
in  its  application  to  the  Spanish  American  colonies,  before  they  had  assumed  the 
character  of  independent  States,  was  misconstrued  and  ignorantly  applied  with  other 
mistaken  principles  of  diplomacy,  to  the  same  colonies  under  a  Republican  form  of 
government.  To  defend  his  scheme,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  intrigue  so 
audaciously  carried  on  between  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  ex-Pres- 
ident  of  Mexico,  was  a  topic  of  national  scandal — to  elevate  it  to  the  respect  of 
legitimate  diplomacy  now  that  it  was  the  disowned  offspring  of  disgraceful  intriguing 
* — it  must  be  traced  to  some  respectable  parentage,  and  the  old  Monroe  continental 
system  was  made  to  father  it.  After  it  had  thus  been  provided  for,  the  Court  jour¬ 
nal,  accustomed  to  smooth  over  such  proceedings  among  its  abandoned  circle,  chris¬ 
tened  this  thing  by  the  dignified  named  ot  a  policy  ;  and  the  precious  blood  shed  at 
the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  was  sacrilegiously  used  as  its  baptismal  fount.*  Yes, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  man  who  was  sent  with  an  army  of  twenty -five 
thousand  men,  said  to  be  the  choicest  troops  in  Mexico,  against  five  thousand  of 
your  countrymen,  was  the  result  of  a  policy  adopted  by  your  Executive. 

*  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  editorial  in  the  “  Union,”  published  some  days  after  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  in  which  the  editor  claims  that  victory  as  the  result  of  Mr.  Polk’s  “  policy.” 
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To  redeem  such  a  treasonable  policy  from  its  deserved  fate — impeachment  of 
those  who  planned  it — it  needs  must  receive  the  historical  sanction  of  the  past,  and 
the  wisdom  of  a  patriotic  administration  is  invoked  to  justify  the  folly  of  *the  pres¬ 
ent  Executive. 

To  subserve  the  purposes  of  this  modern  continental  system,  the  republican  de¬ 
fender  of  it  in  Havana — though  the  supporter  of  any  system  that  would  advance  his 
career  as  a  military  adventurer — must  be  placed  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  his 
monarchical  rival  banished  from  Mexico.  And  when  this  feat  in  diplomacy  is  ac¬ 
complished  how  does  it  work  ?  Santa  Ana,  the  representative  of  our  own  system, 
is,  through  the  contrivance  of  our  government,  marching  at  the  head  of  a  republican 
army,  opposed  to  the  United  States — while  Paredes  is  enabled  to  pursue  his  game 
of  king-making  unvanquished  in  Europe.  While  you  are  trying  to  ferfet  out  the 
principle  of  this  complicated  game  of  diplomacy,  and  wondering  at  the  hostile  posi¬ 
tion  of  North  and  Spanish  American  republicanism,  you  are  told  that  it  is  to  con¬ 
quer  a  peace1.  And  when  you  point  them  to  the  famous  battle  which  was  to  achieve 
this  conquest,  and  which  was  conducted  according  to  their  diplomatic  tactics,  and 
tell  them  that  its  results,  instead  of  peace,  is  continued  war,  they  will  reply  that 
they  are  carrying  out  the  principle  of  the  American  continental  system — they 
have  banished  its  formidable  enemy  from  the  soil  of  Mexico ! 

With  this  result  of  the  game,  tbe  man  who  had  deceived  his  own  countrymen 
until  he  had  exhausted  every  principle  of  fraud,  found  a  new  subject  for  his  state 
craft  in  the  chief  magistrate  of  ours.  He  played  his  game,  and  doubtless  it  was 
with  a  significant  allusion  to  the  terms  of  it,  that  he  claimed  the  victory  at  Buena 
Vista  !  And  to  dupe  more  effectually  his  victim  in  the  United  States  that  he  face¬ 
tiously  declared  in  Mexico,  he  whipped  General  Taylor  three  times  ! 

In  order  to  play  his  part  to  an  equal  advantage  it  was  necessary  for  President  Polk’s 
unsophisticated  purity  of  character,  to  undergo  a  wicked  metamorphose.  Thus  trans¬ 
formed,  Santa  Ana,  a  diplomat  could  be  wheedled,  and  President  Polk’s  seductive 
tongue  was  the  Mephistophiles  who  could  do  it.  Santa  Ana,  the  leader  of  the  Mexican 
army,  could  be  whipped  in  a  diplomatic  sham-fight,  and  President  Polk  was  the  skilful 
tactician  who  could  defeat  him — while  the  lives  of  our  brave  countrymen  were  to  fur¬ 
nish  material  for  the  sport.  Santa  Ana  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  government  could 
be  bought,  and  three  millions  of  American  gold  could  be  appropriated  for  the  bar¬ 
ter  !  A  dear  and  heavy  expenditure  of  blood,  treasure,  and  national  honor  to  attain 
such  a  proficiency  in  such  a  disgraceful  school  of  diplomacy  !  But  not  willing  to 
withhold  from  its  pupils  their  just  honors  earned  in  this  school,  let  me  do  them  jus¬ 
tice  in  awarding  credit  for  every  triumph  achieved  in  its  respective  branch.  Their* 
battles,  planned  on  a  diplomatic  scale  at  Washington,  but  fought  on  principles  of 
military  science  in  Mexico,  failed  to  conquer — their  diplomacy  to  negotiate — and 
their  gold  to  purchase  a  peace  ! 

As  if  to  crown  its  labors  with  the  proudest  triumphs  of  glory,  at  this  stage  of 
diplomacy,  Paredes  returns  to  Mexico!  The  enemy  of  the  system,  to  uphold  which 
so  much  precious  blood  was  shed,  had,  like  Napoleon  from  Elba  to  Paris,  rfcade  k 
bloodless  entrance  into  the  capital.  As  an  apology  for  the  over-sight  at  Vera  Cruz, 
and  in  the  port  of  Havana,  which  enabled  this  man  whose  return  was  to  create  so 
much  consternation  to  evade  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities,  we  are  told  through  an 
official  protocol,  couched  in  an  editorial  in  the  government  paper,  that  the  move¬ 
ments  of  Paredes  were  watched  in  England  and  France  !  Tharsedate  old  men  in 
distinguished  circles,  and  fashionable  young  gentlemen  attached  to  our  legation 
abroad,  were  taking  the  initiative  steps  in  continental  diplomacy,  by  watching  the 
movements  of  the  monarchical  ex-President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  wily 
politicians,  who  had  acquired  their  proficiency  in  diplomatic  accomplishments  on  the 
stump,  and  perfected  their  address  for  court  circles  by  the  frigid  manners  and  formal 
etiquette  of  the  White  House,  were  playing  the  part  of  espiers  over  the  cautious  de¬ 
signs  of  European  king-makers.  But  in  despite  of  all  this  diplomatic  precaution— 
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all  this  surveillance  over  the  secret  actions  and  Associates  of  Paredes,  the  ex-Presi- 
dent  arrives  in  the  Gulf,  and  effects  a  landing  in  Mexico. 

With  this  unfortunate  turn  in  affairs,  a  singular  conflict  in  the  modern  continental 
system,  with  the  republican  and  monarchical  principle,  is  presented.  President 
Polk,  the  embodiment  of  the  one —  Santa  Ana  the  soi-disant  representative  of  the 
other,  and  Paredes  the  defender  of  the  last,  all  meeting  in  hostility  upon 
the  same  ground.  Connected  with  this  confusion  of  principles,  a  singular  ques¬ 
tion  arises.  How'  far  was  the  league  with  the  supporters  of  the  last  mentioned  prin¬ 
ciple  entered  into  by  our  government  when  the  experiment  with  the  representative 
of  the  first  was  tried  and  failed?  And  when  this  question  is  disposed  oi  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  country,  let  the  Executive  explain  to  the  understanding  of  the  people 
and  not  attempt  to  defend  to  the  subtle  minds  of  politicians — the  treasonable  alter¬ 
native  of  choosing  its  own  system  of  government,  through  its  defender  in  Mexico,  to 
wage  a  war  against,  in  preference  to  the  principle  opposed  to  it,  through  its  repre¬ 
sentative  ? 

Looking  upon  this  state  of  things  to  be  explained  as  they  may,  the  man  who 
would  thus  wontonly  abuse  his  own  exalted  system  of  government  for  the  degrading 
purposes  of  paltry  political  or  diplomatic  intrigue  would  not  scruple  in  his  failure  of 
one  experiment,  to  lend  his  aid  to  comfort  a  monarchical  army  opposed  to  its  repub¬ 
lican  forces.  He  might,  indeed,  in  a  moment  of  humiliating  repentance,  when  he 
discovered  that  his  prodigal  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  against  a  sister  repub¬ 
lic  had  brought  upon  his  government  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  and  his  countrymen 
desolate  hearths,  found  a  hope  of  forgiveness  by  an  atonement  for  his  past  adminis¬ 
tration,  and  a  solemn  promise  of  amendment  in  his  future  acts.  To  obtain  this  for¬ 
giveness,  however,  he  needs  must  make  an  open  confession  of  his  faults,  and  the 
abject  pity  to  which  his  failures  had  reduced  him,  and  the  scorn  which  a  public 
exposure  of  the  secret  plans  of  his  mismanagement  would  bring  upon  his  head — 
nerved  him  in  his  humbled  pride  to  keep  forever  concealed  from  the  world.  Thus 
the  profound  secrets  connected  with  his  deep  laid  schemes  of  diplomacy  were  more 
unfathomably  buried,  and  the  mysterious  medium  of  conducting  these  transactions 
more  vigilantly  contrived. 

Not  until  he  experienced  the  great  necessity  of  this  secret  agency  did  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  apply  it  in  all  its  strength.  A  novice  in  it,  when  Gen.  Santa  Ana  presented 
his  pass  to  an  officer  in  the  Gulf  squadron,  the  blunder  of  that  act  had  given  to  it 
something  of  a  burlesque  notoriety ;  and  the  ridicule  which  it  created  occasioned 
an  equally  amusing  concealment,  if  it  did  not  produce  as  public  an  injury,  in  all  sub¬ 
sequent  attempts  at  diplomacy. 

To  the  precaution  acquired  in  this  school — where  past  blunders  are  taught  to  be 
forgotten  under  future  prudence — is  to  be  traced  the  return  of  Paredes  to  Mexico. 
For  the  ingenuity  of  this  plan  I  might  here  givd  the  Executive  some  credit  for  a 

Sromising  success  in  future  attempts  at  graceful  intrigue,  did  not  some  awkward 
ustakes  make  this  affaire  as  much  a  matter  of  public  rumor  as  the  other  was  of 
scandalous  notoriety.  Let  us  see  how  this  game  was  conducted — and  really  the 
Executive  has  adopted  the  wiles  of  the  wooer  so  adroitly  with  the  arts  of  the  game¬ 
ster,  that  I  am  forced,  not  from  the  love,  but  the  necessity,  to  adopt  the  metaphor  of 
both.  When  he  discovered  that  Santa  Ana  was  about  to  checkmate  him  on  the 
diplomatic^,  chessboard  by  a  skilful  move  in  his  owrn  consummate  finesse,  he  used 
Paredes  emphatically  as  the  king  to  checkmate  Santa  Ana ;  and  Senor  Atocha, 
moved  from  the  President’s  square  and  placed  in  a  skilful  position  at  Vera  Cruz, 
was  employed  as  the  knight  whose  dexterity  was  to  play  up  to  the  king !  That  all 
this  is  folly  I  know,  but*it  shows  that  the  man  who  had  played  so  fearfully  with  the 
fortunes  of  his  own  country  was  not  fearful  of  counting  the  consequences  of  a  desperate 
struggle  with  the  destinies  of  another !  After  the  game  is  up  let  us  see  the  position 
of  parties. 

Senor  Atocha,  having  fulfilled  the  purposes  of  his  appointment,  is  dismissed  from 
his  post  in  the  custom-house  at  Vera  Cruz.  Another  subordinate,  who  perhaps  was 
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made  an  innocent  victim  of  the  plot,  in  order  to  deceive  the  public  credulity  as  to 
its  existence,  by  concealing  from  some  ot  its  chief  actors  its  design,  though  leading 
them  adroitly  into  it,  suffered  the  same  penalty.  Senor  Atocha  was  drilled  for  his 
sham  removal.  To  be  seen  in  the  streets  of  Vera  Cruz  with  Paredes,  upon  his 
arrival,  and  afterwards  reported  to  the  authorities,  was  the  programme  prepared  for 
him  at  Washington.  The  part  which  the  individual  associated  with  him  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  perform  was  doubtless  better  understood  by  the  originators  of  the  plot  than 
the  innocent  victims  themselves. 

In  all  this  shuffling  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  necessary  to  account  to  the  public 
for  a  want  of  official  discretion  ;  and  with  the  removal  of  two  subordinates  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  consul  at  Havana  was  made  to  bear  the  brunt  of  a  public  reprimand. 
How  far  Gen.  Campbell  was  initiated  into  the  secrets  of  this  transaction  remains 
yet  to  be  disclosed  ;  but  it  is  not  reasonable  to  infer,  from  his  high  character,  that 
he  was  prepared  to  expect  an  official  censure,  administered  through  the  government 
paper,  for  his  participation  in  it,  as  an  equivalent  in  disgrace  for  the  honorable  priv¬ 
ilege  of  retaining  his  consulate.  In  the  absence  of  all-positive  information  on  these 
doubtful  points,  we  must  reasonably  infer  that  the  design,  involved  in  them  like 
all  the  other  plans  of  the  Executive,  was  equal  to  the  execution  ;  and  that  to  Pres¬ 
ident  Polk  redounds  the  undivided  credit  of  smuggling  Senor  Paredes,  like  any 
other  contraband  revolutionist,  into  the  port  of  Havana  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the 
war  with  Mexico. 

I  might  here  dismiss  this  tissue  of  diplomatic  blundering,  and  close  with  the  brief 
Space  I  designed  to  give  to  the  whole  in  this  analysis  of  its  separate  parts,  did  not 
one  important  branch  claim  the  merit  of  a  more  extended  notice.  To  this  is  to  be 
referred  the  mysterious  mission  of  Mr.  Trist.  It  was  not  enough  to  subserve  the 
secret  purposes  of  this  mission  that  the  gentleman  honored  with  it  should  be  un¬ 
known  to  the  country,  but  the  government  paper,  to  involve  the  matter  in  still  more 
obscurity,  announced,  upon  Mr.  Trist’s  departure,  with  an  indelicate  interference 
in  his  private  affairs,  that  he  had  gone  to  Louisiana  to  visit  a  sick  brother,  and 
superintend  the  management  of  an  estate  ! 

This  being  the  declaration  of  a  journal  which  holds  an  official  relation  to  the 
Executive,  its  veracity  upon  a  point  which  called  for  no  resort  to  subterfuge  when 
the  whole  truth  would  be  so  soon  disclosed  to  the  public,  the  most  incredulous  man  in 
the  country  might  have  been  excused  for  believing  it.  But  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Trist 
at  Vera  Cruz  removed  this  reasonable  construction,  and  corrected  the  mistake  of  the 
government  paper,  while  his  joining  General  Scott  at  Puebla,  and  his  subsequent 
meeting  of  tiie  Mexican  commissioners  after  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  proclaimed 
that  he  was  accredited  by  the  President  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  negotiate  a 
peace  with  Mexico.  Tins  connexion  with  the  army  in  a  diplomatic  position  placed 
Mr.  Trist  prominently  before  the  country  ;  and  in  reply  to  repeated  inquiries  as  to 
his  qualifications  and  public  services  to  entitle  him  to  this  high  mark  of  official  dis¬ 
tinction,  we  are  told  that  he  occupied  the  respectable  post  of  chief  clerk  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  to  the  diplomatic  distinction  of  having  once  held  the  consu¬ 
late  at  Havana,  he  added  the  graceful  accomplishment  of  speaking  fluently  the 
Spanish  language! 

With  these  qualifications,  to  all  of  which  I  accord  the  claim  of  every  respect, 
reserving  only  the  privilege  of  an  American  citizen  to  speak  independently  of  pub¬ 
lic  functionaries,  Mr.  Trist  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  responsible  office*. 

To  the  sacrifice  of  so  many,  the  mysterious  diplomacy  of  President  Polk  was  about 
to  add  a  new  victim;  for  no  sooner  had  Mr.  Trist  met  Gen.  Scott,  than  a  misunder¬ 
standing  took  place  between  them.  Upon  its  occurrence  it  was  attributed  to  a 
punctilious  point  of  diplomatic  and  military  etiquette,  involving  the  question  how  far 
a  veteran  soldier,  the  hero  of  many  campaigns,  and  the  head  of  the  army  in  Mexico, 
would  stand  affected  to  his  command  by  relinquishing  the  honors  of  his  sword  to  the 
new  fledged  dignity  of  an  ambassador.  Subsequent  disclosures,  however,  removed 
the  suspicious  cause  of  this  difficulty,  so  liable  to  arouse  the  ire  of  an  old  hero,  and 
offend  the  pride  of  a  young  diplomat,  and  traced  it  to  that  prolific  source  of  evil,  the 
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Cabinet  at  Washington.  Yes!  the  President’s  warlike  propensities  had  invaded, 
during  the  interim  of  a  battle,  the  tranquillity  of  the  camp  ! 

The  same  profound  mystery  which  envelopes  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Executive’s 
acts,  conceals  this  last  effort  at  nego’tiation,  and  sealed  proposals  for  peace  were  the 
consequence.  General  Scott,  who  had  triumphantly  conducted  a  war  which  he 
understood,  unwilling  to  forfeit  his  hard-earned  honors  in  conducting  a  negotiation, 
of  the  nature  of  which  he  was  kept  in  ignorance,  yet  expected  to  bear  the  censure  of 
its  failure,  while  another  was  reserved  to  claim  the  honors  of  its  success,  refused  to 
forward  the  proposals.  Thus  these  mysterious  documents,  which  were  intended  to 
pacify  the  Mexicans,  served  only  to  breed  a  quarrel,  in  which  the  minister  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  United  States,  most  singularly  defeating  the  purposes  of  his  mission, 
instead  of  negotiating  a  peace  with  Mexico,  found  himself  at  war  with  the  com¬ 
mander  and  chief  of  the  American  army ! 

Whatever  suggested  the  idea  of  sealed  proposals  to  the  Executive,  time  will  alone 
disclose.  Upon  what  principle  of  success  they  were  based  it  would  be  presumption 
in  any  agency,  less  sure,  to  attempt  to  penetrate  ;  since  that  fact  was  cautiously 
concealed  from  the  commander  and  chief  of  the  army  himself.  The  country  was 
condescendingly  informed  that  the  medium  of  sealed  proposals  would  be  adopted  to 
effect  a  loan  to  carry  on  the  war ;  but  why  the  same  course  should  be  pursued  to 
terminate  it,  is  not  known.  It  cannot  be  that  the  old  packages  which  contained  the 
terms  of  negotiating  the  loan,  after  serving  their  secret  purposes  in  the  treasury, 
were  used  to  envelop  the  famous  three  millions,  and  in  that  form  issued  to  the  Mex¬ 
icans  to  negotiate  a  peace  ?  4 

If  this  mode  of  inquiry,  however,  does  not  unravel  the  secret,  I  think  it  can  be 
worked  out  as  a  problem  by  a  system  of  calculation  to  which  it  belongs. 

Not  one  of  the  least  failures  of  all  this  complicated  system  of  diplomacy  has  been 
an  extravagant  attempt  to  create,  upon  a  magnificent  scale,  a  plan  by  which  the 
progress  of  negotiation  at  the  seat  of  government  should  be  calculated  according  to 
military  operations  in  Mexico.  Such  a  plan  would  not  have  been  absolutely  absurd 
in  itself,  had  not  so  many  artificial  means  been  adopted  to  accomplish  its  practical 
ends ;  but  like  all  the  other  specious  theories  of  the  Executive,  it  contained  the 
seeds  of  failure  within  it.  By  this  system  of  calculation  a  mathematical  accuracy 
was  to  be  deduced,  which  promised  results  to  the  Executive  as  exact  in  the  art  of 
diplomacy  as  had  been  displayed  by  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor  in  the  science  of 
war.  Based  upon  it,  in  its  influence  with  the  avowed  alliance  with  Santa  Ana, 
were  the  erroneous  calculations  of  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  But 
when  victory  crowned  the  skilful  dispositions  of  General  Taylor  and  the  bravery  of 
his  devoted  army,  and  defeat  damped  the  hopes  of  a  flushed  enemy  who  was  led  to 
expect  triumph  by  the  combination  of  a  military  force  with  the  strength  of  a  diplo¬ 
matic  system,  l*ow  stood  the  loss  of  a  vanquished  and  the  gain  of  a  triumphant 
Republic  ?  Yes!  when  it  was  seen  by  this  system  of  calculation — where  the  skill  of 
brave  generals  on  the  battle-field  was  to  test  the  error  of  bungling  statesmen  on 
paper — by  which  the  lives  of  men  were  sacrificed  as  the  figures  of  arithmetic  are 
counted,  and  their  blood  valued  as  you  would  estimate  the  flinty  marks  upon  a  slate 
— when  twenty-five  thousand  on  the  one  side  so  far  from  subtracting  the  strength 
from  five  thousand  five  hundred  on  the  other,  served  only  to  add  to  its  vigilance  and 
valor,  how  stood  this  awful  sum  ?  Why,  a  terrible  balance  of  dead  men  to  the 
account  of  the  war,  and  nothing  in  favor  of  peace.  And  when  this  thing  is  disposed 
of  to  the  glory  of  the  State,  the  defenders  of  the  man  who  keeps  this  account  of 
blood  in  his  palace  at  Washington,  remote  from  the  associations  of  the  camp,  and 
placed  in  the  centre  of  a  circle  whose  giddy  round  of  pleasures  and  ambition  can 
have  no  sympathies  from  its  arrogance  with  hardships  and  toil,  claimed  this  vic¬ 
tory  which  was  planned  for  a  defeat,  as  his  own. 

As  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  although  not  to  such  an  enormity,  was  the  battle 
of  Cerro  Gordo  miscalculated.  To  effect  the  consequences  of  such  a  battle  was  the 
mission  of  Mr.  Trist  principally  directed ;  but  the  inauspicious  time  of  his  departure 
from  Washington,  compared  with  the  date  of  the  battle,  shows  that  the  contingen- 


cies  of  such  an  event  were  most  erroneously  calculated.  This  demanded  a  change 
corresponding  to  events  in  the  mode  of  negotiation ;  and  what  before  the  battle  was 
intended  to  be  a  matter  of  mutual  conference  was  resolved  after  the  victory  to  be 
concealed. 

If  any  one,  after  patiently  examining  all  this  complicated  folly  in  diplomacy  were 
seriously  to  inquire  the  object  of  it,  he  could  not  be  satisfied  upon  any  known  rules 
of  common  sense.  For  its  meaning  it  is  to  be  referred  to  that  absurd  system  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Executive — which  losing  sight  of  the  end  in  a  thousand 
sublimated  views  of  success  has  combined  all  the  dangerous  theories  of  the  old  world 
with  the  most  corrupt  experiments  of  the  new,  to  achieve  failures.  Mistaking  in 
this  combination  a  specious  appearance  of  finesse  for  brilliant  diplomacy,  it  seems 
to  have  forgotten,  if  it  ever  knew,  that  a  union  of  sound  judgment  and  correct  dis¬ 
crimination,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  people  with  whom  we  deal,  are  better  for  the 
skilful  purposes  of  practical  negotiation  than  all  the  courtly  arts  of  the  corrupt  diplo¬ 
mat  absurdly  engrafted  upon  the  principles  of  American  statesmanship.  Convinced 
of  this  from  past  failures,  will  not  the  Executive  in  its  future  transactions  with  the 
unfortunate  country  with  whom  we  are  at  war,  adopt  some  judicious  plan  to  bring 
it  to  an  honorable  and  speedy  end?  With  all  its  faults,  it  was  hoped  that  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  Mr.  Trist  would  succeed  ;  but  after  so  much  of  sinfulness  in  conducting  the 
war,  even  this  last  effort  of  diplomacy  was  not  crowned  with  the  blessings  of  peace. 

ANTI-MACHIAVEL. 

Note. — What  a  bloody  soil  have  the  Peace  Party  (the  administration)  selected 
to  plant  their  “olive  branch”  !  Every  school  boy  is  familiar  with  the  poetical  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Aborigines  of  our  country — burying  the  tomahawk.  But  how  poorly 
has  a  civilized  Government  improved  upon  the  figurative  language  of  the  savage! 
The  “olive  branch”  forsooth!  It  looks  very  well  in  the  hand  of  the  marble 
Statue  of  Peace  in  the  East  portico  of  the  Capitol ;  but  when  used  in  connexion 
with  the  sword  by  a  distinguished  statesman  in  the  Senate  it  sounded  like  refined 
cruelty.  And  where  was  it  planted?  Through  our  negotiator  from  the  heights  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  over  the  gory  fields  of  Churubusco,  Contreras,  Chapultepec,  Molino 
del  Rey,  to  be  reaped  in  a  harvest  ol  blood  in  the  streets  of  the  Capitol  of  Mexico! 


